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aged,’’ said the President. ‘‘I welcome his
service at the Commerce Department.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Vice Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff
December 21, 1993

The President announced his intention
today to nominate Adm. William A. Owens,
USN, to be Vice Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. Admiral Owens will succeed
Adm. David E. Jeremiah, USN, who is retir-
ing.

‘‘Admiral Owens has served his country
proudly and with distinction for 35 years. He
has held a number of challenging assign-
ments and demonstrated strong leadership
ability,’’ said the President. ‘‘I am certain that
he will perform up to the high standards set
by his predecessor, Admiral Jeremiah, in this
key post.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Chief Counsel at the
Small Business Administration
December 21, 1993

The President announced his intention
today to nominate Jere W. Glover, the found-
er of several small businesses, to be the Small
Business Administration’s Chief Counsel for
Advocacy. The Chief Counsel acts as a
spokesman for small business interests
throughout the Government, as well as being
an adviser to the SBA Administrator and
overseeing the development of research and
economic analysis projects on behalf of the
small business community.

‘‘Jere Glover knows what it takes to make
a small business successful, and he knows
how Government works. As the SBA’s Chief
Counsel, he will work to make every part of
the Federal Government responsive to small
businesses’ needs.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Appointment of Director and Deputy
Director at the Office of Consumer
Affairs
December 21, 1993

The President announced today that he
will appoint Polly B. Baca to be Director and
Paul Steven Miller to be Deputy Director
of the Department of Health and Human
Services Office of Consumer Affairs. The Of-
fice of Consumer Affairs is the primary Agen-
cy in the Federal Government for consumer
affairs and has responsibility to both the
White House and the Department of Health
and Human Services on this issue.

‘‘We have a responsibility to the American
people to ensure that they are treated fairly
in the consumer marketplace,’’ said the
President. ‘‘I am counting on Polly Baca and
Paul Miller to run this important office and
to represent the needs of consumers
throughout the Federal Government.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the appointees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks Announcing Grants for
Homelessness
December 22, 1993

Thank you, Reverend Steinbruck. He was
so good I kind of hate to spoil the occasion.
[Laughter] I want to thank all of you for
being here, those of you who work in the
field of homelessness. I want to thank Sen-
ator Riegle and Congressman Vento and
Congressman Frank and Congressman Kil-
dee for their support in the Congress. I want
to say how good it is to see my friend Mayor
Schmoke here who’s done so much in the
housing area. And I want to thank, too, Sec-
retary Cisneros and Assistant Secretary
Cuomo for the leadership they have shown.

I want to try to explain why, 3 days before
Christmas, this is an important event not just
because of the money involved but because
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this represents a different approach to what
has become our most painful and, as a coun-
try, I think one of our most embarrassing so-
cial problems.

We have tried to look beyond the issue
of temporary shelters to the question of per-
manent relief from the condition of home-
lessness. And I congratulate Assistant Sec-
retary Cuomo and all the people at HUD,
who worked with—a lot of you who labor
in housing and have for years for the home-
less, a lot of you who worked with the men-
tally ill, with people who have other prob-
lems, and coming up with an approach that
at least gives us a chance to try to go beyond
the symptoms to the cause, to try to deal with
this problem on a long-term basis.

For years, our Nation’s attention has been
properly focused on the emergency needs of
the homeless and the efforts just to find peo-
ple a place to stay on a cold night. That’s
an important thing. Nearly every day when
I go out running I run by a group of homeless
men who sleep on the grates within two
blocks of my back door. And we’ve developed
kind of a friendly relationship. They say hello
to me. I say hello to them. I wish to goodness
on the days that are cold and windy, when
I find it difficult to find the courage to run,
they at least didn’t have to spend the night
there. But I also know that there are other
factors at work inside the minds and hearts
of those people which make some of them
reluctant to come in and which make it im-
possible for them to stay in.

So we have tried to ask some other ques-
tions with this proposal: What kind of skills
and assistance do homeless people need to
really move from the streets to places of their
own? How do we help maintain their housing
in more permanent and stable ways when
lives themselves have often never been per-
manent or stable in any traditional sense?

For some of the homeless we may never
find the answers. For whatever sad reason,
some people do drift beyond the outer realm
of society and never come back. But a lot
of others, especially the parents and their
children, can be lifted out of their helpless-
ness and hopelessness if we relate to them
in the right way.

You heard the Secretary say that yesterday
the United States Conference of Mayors said

that as much as 43 percent of the homeless
population may now be parents and children.
The mayors’ press conference yesterday was
the first one ever attended by an administra-
tion official since the mayors formed their
task force on homelessness 10 years ago. And
I want to thank again the leadership at HUD,
starting with the Secretary, for bringing new
energy and attention to this.

I didn’t have much to do with it except
to ask that simple question when my long-
time friend Henry Cisneros and I talked
about this. I just said, ‘‘Will we ever be able
to show the American people that there
aren’t so many people on the streets?’’

On Sunday there was a wonderful piece
in the New York Times Sunday Magazine
about a woman who has transformed an old
stereotype of single-room occupancy hotels
and replaced it with a new model to help
meet the long-term needs we’re discussing.
She’s reinvented this single-room occupancy
housing to create well-kept places and inte-
grate services for people with special needs
and disabilities. And in so doing, she’s help-
ing people regain control over their lives.

None of the initiatives of this administra-
tion—strengthening work and family and
community—can be done without forming a
partnership with people on the front-lines,
like that lady and like so many of you in this
room, the people who give of themselves not
just on Christmas Day but every day. But
as Christmas approaches, I hope the Amer-
ican people will, in all their Christmas pray-
ers, save room for a simple one, that all of
us somehow might realize the humility to
know how blessed we are to be in this coun-
try, and still to remember those who are not
blessed, though they are among our midst.

This Christmas all many of them wish for
is a place to spend the night. But what we
know is, if they’re going to have a place to
spend the night, they have to have a place
where they can live and grow and deal with
the demons that bedevil so many of us in
this country.

I have a list—I won’t read it to you but
I was—that Henry gave me that kind of is
representative of the kinds of people who are
getting these grants. Sometimes I think we
make them more inaccessible to ordinary
Americans by talking about things like sup-
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port services and transition services and this,
that, the other thing. But in plain English,
what we’re trying to do is take people who
are battered and bruised and broken, but
who still have a lot of God’s grace left in
them, and find a way to bring all that back
to the surface and put their own lives back
more in their control.

I hope this new approach works. If it does,
it will be because of a lot of you out there
on the front-lines who are making it work,
like this fine and funny man of the cloth.
If it does, we will have given the American
people a good Christmas present.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rev. John Steinbruck, pas-
tor, Luther Place Memorial Church. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Message on the Observance of
Christmas
December 22, 1993

Warmest greetings to all who are celebrat-
ing Christmas in this season of hope.

Each year at this time, we gather together
with our loved ones. We teach our children
to believe that, with faith and hard work,
their dreams can come true. We reach out
to each other in caring and fellowship. We
look to the future with hope and always with
the most earnest of mankind’s prayers—the
prayer for peace. Thankfully, at this Christ-
mastime, we can joyously celebrate the re-
sults of our prayers.

Around the world, people are embracing
the promise of the post-Cold War era, throw-
ing off the shackles of tyranny and commit-
ting themselves to the ideals of democracy.
Old enemies who met for centuries on the
battlefield are now meeting on common
ground to discuss peace. In our own country,
many citizens are rededicating themselves to
improving their communities and to ending
the crime and violence that still threaten us.
This has indeed been a year worthy of the
Prince of Peace.

I have always believed that the Christmas
spirit of giving and caring joins children and
parents across the country and around the
world. This year, let us listen to the dreams
of our children and gain strength from their
idealism. On this holiday, let us reach out
to the people around us and work for a world
at peace.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
to all for a very merry Christmas.

Bill Clinton

Statement by the Press Secretary on
the President’s Telephone
Conversation With President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia
December 22, 1993

The President telephoned Russian Presi-
dent Yeltsin in Moscow this morning. The
two leaders spoke for 30 minutes.

The President offered his congratulations
to President Yeltsin and the Russian people
on the recent free and fair elections held in
Russia and on the adoption of a new constitu-
tion. President Yeltsin said that he and the
Russian Government intended to work well
and constructively with the new Parliament.

The two leaders discussed preparations for
their January meetings in Moscow, agreeing
that part of the agenda would include a re-
view of U.S.-Russian economic cooperation
to date. In this connection the President re-
affirmed strong U.S. support for economic
reform and democracy in Russia. President
Yeltsin confirmed his intention to continue
a firm course of economic reform in Russia.

The two Presidents also discussed foreign
policy issues that will be on the agenda for
their January meetings. They agreed on the
need to continue the cooperative tripartite
dialog with Ukraine, with the aim of resolving
the complex set of nuclear issues. President
Yeltsin affirmed that Russia had no intention
of interfering in the affairs of its neighbors.
The President reiterated the U.S. hope for
concrete movement on the question of the
withdrawal of Russian troops from Latvia and
Estonia.
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